
 
The Society is now on Twitter!  Follow us on   @WarwickNatHist 

 
 

Following a query from ID after he came 

across this in the garden, the conclusion 

was that it’s a Hummingbird Hawkmoth at 

rest –  

an unusual sight as they seem to be 

constantly on the move! 

 

 

 
A different sort of natural history - we came across these metal 
moths at Chatsworth in their Radical Horizons: The Art of 
Burning Man exhibition. On till end of September together with 
11 other exhibits.  
27th August         ID 

 

 

St Mary’s Lands, Warwick – 28th August 

16 members headed out into this historic site close to Warwick 

which looked more like a wild west prairie due to the dry 

weather conditions.  This was common land until 1948 when 

the land passed to the Local Authority. We navigated the race 

course and walked past the reed beds, through Lammas Field 

and over the low knoll. 

 

Sightings were few and the 

Chicory flowers that had been in 

full bloom a few days before were 

now well past their best.  

 

Members enjoyed the walk with excellent views towards  

the Warwick skyline.  

LW 

 

 

 

 
This photo shows a proliferation of Teasels in St Mary’s Lands 

- also known as Donkey's Thistle or Barber’s Brushes.  

Teasels are so-called as the spiny combs were once used to 

'tease' cloth before spinning.  

29th August        FW 
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We often have winter walks round Draycote Water to see the wildfowl but members may be 
interested to know that if you climb Hensborough Hill overlooking the reservoir in the summer, 
there is a wildflower meadow and the ranger told me there were lots of butterflies in summer 
and particularly this year lots of marbled whites. 
29th August           RM 

 
A Canary-shouldered Thorn in the moth trap  

on 26th August.       LW 

 

 

 

An interesting immigrant macro moth in the trap this week, a 
Vestal.  It is small and normally rests with its wings folded upwards 
in a tent shape.  The body colour and cross band through the wings 
varies in colour according to temperatures experienced by the pupa 
stage of the moth.   
If temperatures have been high the body colour is a pale yellow and 
the cross band a striking pinky red.   
 
Where temperatures have been lower, the colour is a duller yellow 
with brownish striping.   Hence the former often arrives from the 
warmer countries of southern Europe and the latter from more 
northerly areas.   
I had one of the ‘duller’ Vestals in the trap last month and include 
both moths for comparison.        
5th September       LD  
 

 
Also in the trap, a Chinese Character.  This tiny macro moth also rests  
with the wings held steeply above its body.  The colouring and patterning 
makes it closely resemble a bird dropping which may act as a deterrent  
to predators.         5th September           LD   
 

 

 

We came across this Adonis Blue ab krodeli butterfly  

on the hills above Cheltenham.   

 

It is an aberration (a variation in the wing 

pattern which is different from the normal) 

and in this case the underside wing 

pattern.  There is an absence of the black 

spots normally present.    

 

 

This is a normal Adonis Blue underside for 

comparison.   

5th September         LD   

 

 

 

(Stock photo) 
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Daventry Country Park, Northamptonshire 

On a recent visit with our young grandsons, we 

found the lake much shrunken where a new 

observation platform has just opened. There 

were many geese, swans and ducks on the 

‘beaches’.  A notice sternly forbids the feeding 

of bread, listing alternatives, that I thought 

worth showing here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was good to see a few 

flowering plants such as water 

mint and comfrey buzzing with 

insects.  

 

Early signs of autumn - scarlet 

hawthorn berries, glistening 

blackberries after rain and flowering ivy, although no insects.  

 

 

A place to visit again - there are nature trails round the lake, play areas, exercise equipment and 

a field for picnics and footie.  Parking is £2.30 and there is a handy café - about 40 minutes drive 

from Leamington. (Map attached to accompanying email) 

6th September       FW 

 
 

The drying marsh lands at Brandon Marsh  
are revealing creatures of a different kind.   
6th September         SG 

 

 

On September 4th, about 1.45p.m. in our Kenilworth garden  

I heard some different bird calls.   

I looked up and watched three Red Kites circling around  

for a few minutes and then disappear together.       

6th September        SG 

.../ 



A female Common Darter, Sympetrum striolatum like this is 
described on the DragonFly Society 
site as an 'over-mature female'.   
Enough to raise a seeming smile on 
this one. She visited our garden 
about 4.30 p.m. and seen next day in 
the early sunshine.  
 

6th September         SG 

 
28 August - Little egret fishing near reeds at Napton Reservoir. 
 

Today, after calling from probable roost on hedge bank, red kite flew over Radford Road bog, to 

patrol up and down the River Leam in the Leam Valley park. 

7th September        LS 

 

 
I always find it exciting to see a hornet chasing  
in and out of flowers and foliage on the hunt.  
This one was at the The Mill Garden, Warwick.  
7th September          SG 

 

 

 
Active in gardens and hedgerows from April to November but easily overlooked are the dark  

6-9mm hoverflies, Syritta pipiens. The males frequently seen chasing other Syritta pipiens, and 

sometimes anything moving in the vicinity, seeking females.  

Close up photos show why it is called the thick-legged hoverfly.  

 

          First a male resting on a flower petal  

 

 

 

and next a gravid (pregnant) female feeding 

at astrantia. Interesting to watch the 

chasing antics even from a distance.  

7th September        SG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I knew we’d stepped back in time in deepest 
Worcestershire, but this was a step too far! 
LW 
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